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mourn their loss, pray for them, but we 
feel very strengthened as a country be-
cause of the blessing of Lane Evans’ 
life to us. 

So again I thank Congresswoman 
CHERI BUSTOS for bringing us together 
to honor this great man. It is my privi-
lege to join the members of the Illinois 
delegation and other Members who will 
be on the floor to honor Lane. 

He was a proud son of Illinois, that is 
for sure. I remember seeing him in Mo-
line just so proud, so proud of his dis-
trict, of his constituents, and they 
were all, in turn, as we are, proud of 
him. 

Thank you, Congresswoman BUSTOS. 
f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF DR. 
CLEMENT ALEXANDER PRICE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. LANCE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Dr. Clement 
Alexander Price, a shining figure in 
New Jersey society and culture, a re-
spected professor and historian, and a 
beloved family member and friend, who 
died last week and leaves behind an ex-
traordinarily distinguished record of 
public service. 

Dr. Price was a true ambassador for 
his beloved Newark, our State’s largest 
city. He was a widely respected public 
intellectual whose eloquence and wis-
dom helped heal a city at a crossroads, 
educate the next generation of civic 
leaders, and shape the decisions that 
have advanced New Jersey. 

A native of the then-segregated 
Washington, D.C., Dr. Price rose to re-
ceive degrees from the University of 
Bridgeport and from Rutgers, the State 
University of New Jersey, and spent his 
life in helping to transform America to 
a brighter, fairer, integrated society. 

As a Board of Governors Distin-
guished Service Professor at Rutgers 
Newark, Dr. Price’s gifts as a teacher 
were valued by hundreds of students 
who sought him out as a mentor and by 
faculty and administration who re-
spected his expertise and energy. 

Dr. Price was an accomplished au-
thor and the State’s foremost author-
ity on African American history. 

He wrote ‘‘Freedom Not Far Distant, 
A Documentary History of Afro-Ameri-
cans in New Jersey,’’ and other works 
that explored the history of race and 
culture in Newark and in New Jersey. 
He most recently coauthored ‘‘Slave 
Culture: A Documentary Collection of 
the Slave Narratives from the Federal 
Writers’ Project.’’ 

Dr. Price was also a major presence 
on the civic stage. President Obama ap-
pointed him as chair of his transition 
team for the National Endowment for 
the Humanities and as vice chair of the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preserva-
tion. He was Newark’s official histo-
rian. He chaired the New Jersey State 
Council on the Arts. He was a trustee 
of the Fund for New Jersey, the New-
ark Public Library, the Geraldine R. 

Dodge Foundation, the Newark Edu-
cation Trust, and the Save Ellis Island 
Foundation. 

He was chief historical consultant for 
the Jewish Museum’s Exhibition, 
‘‘Bridges and Boundaries: African 
Americans and American Jews.’’ He co-
founded the Marion Thompson Wright 
Lecture Series, the oldest, largest, and 
most prestigious Black History Month 
event in the State. He was a member of 
the Scholarly Advisory Committee to 
the National Museum of African Amer-
ican History and Culture, Smithsonian 
Institution, which is currently being 
built here on The Mall in Washington. 

Dr. Price is survived by his wife, 
Mary Sue Sweeney Price, who is widely 
respected for her outstanding leader-
ship for almost a generation as director 
and CEO of the Newark Museum, our 
State’s greatest museum. 

My wife, Heidi, and I are grateful to 
have known Clement Price. We and the 
people of our State mourn his untimely 
passing. We extend our deepest sym-
pathy to Mary Sue and to his legions of 
friends and admirers in Newark, in New 
Jersey, and across the United States. 

When he last visited me on Capitol 
Hill several months ago, he was, as 
usual, filled with optimism and good 
cheer. On behalf of the Congress of the 
United States, I celebrate the distin-
guished life of Dr. Clement Alexander 
Price in service to the Nation. 

f 

WAITING FOR CONGRESS TO TAKE 
ACTION ON IMMIGRATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. GUTIÉRREZ) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, we 
have not been back in D.C. for a full 24 
hours and the immigration shenani-
gans have already begun. 

Republicans, even a few unhelpful 
Democrats, have been saying the Presi-
dent should not take executive action 
on immigration and should not act yet, 
as if his intention to use his executive 
power under existing law is a surprise. 

David Axelrod, safe in the confines of 
the University of Chicago, has no sense 
of urgency because none of his family 
members or neighbors are facing depor-
tation. But it is a little different on my 
side of Chicago, where people live in 
nearly constant fear that a loved one 
or a friend will be detained and then 
strapped into an airplane for deporta-
tion. 

My Chicagoans have been waiting for 
the Congress to act and take action for 
over a decade. Polish, Ukrainian, Irish, 
and Mexican have been waiting, Jamai-
cans and Filipinos. They have been 
waiting for family members to get 
visas in backlogs that stretch to 20 
years because Congress refuses to act. 
They have been heartbroken by laws 
that say, on the other hand, they can 
apply for a green card because they are 
married to a U.S. citizen, but, on the 
other hand, they must wait in exile 
outside the country, away from their 
husband or wife, their loved one, for 10 
years in order to get that green card. 

Two hundred thousand, 300,000, 
400,000 deportations a year. These sta-
tistics represent people, people dis-
appearing from their churches, from 
their kitchen tables, from parent- 
teacher conferences. Why? Because 
Congress is doing nothing to make it 
stop or make any progress towards an 
immigration system based in reality 
and common sense, where people come 
legally with visas rather than smug-
glers. 

Now the GOP Conference in the 
House is saying, after a decade of 
delay, a decade of defying the Amer-
ican people, and a decade of demoniz-
ing immigrants, that they are so anx-
ious to work on immigration reform. 
But there is just one thing stopping 
them: the President. The one thing pre-
venting Republicans from taking ac-
tion, they say, is that the President 
may also take action to keep families 
together and address the destructive 
nature of the deportation. 

But here is how one commentator in 
Atlantic magazine described it: 
‘‘Boehner’s effort to hold congressional 
immigration reform hostage if Obama 
acts unilaterally is so absurd. Boehner 
killed the hostage long ago. Now he’s 
hoping that if he pretends it’s still 
alive no one will notice the corpse 
lying on the floor.’’ 

To put it another way, it is a little 
late for the mayor of Chernobyl to say 
he is worried about someone poisoning 
the well. 

The President stood right there and 
said that if this Congress failed to act 
on important national priorities, he 
will use his pen and phone within cur-
rent law to do so. Republicans heard 
him just as well as I did. Republicans 
had more than 2 years to address the 
bill and a year to schedule a vote on 
the Senate bill. I do not see one sched-
uled today, tomorrow, or next week. I 
doubt before this Congress expires will 
we see a bill scheduled. 

b 1015 

Let’s just look at the record. Repub-
licans said we can’t do immigration un-
less it is done piecemeal; we can’t do 
immigration unless people are denied 
citizenship; or, we need more border se-
curity spending; we need a parole offi-
cer assigned to each immigrant who 
gets to stay and work. And every Dem-
ocrat, from the President of the United 
States on down, all the way to me, 
said, ‘‘Yes, yes, and yes. Compromise 
and progress are more important than 
gridlock and making every Democratic 
constituency happy.’’ 

Governing means when Democrats 
say ‘‘yes’’ to Republican demands, Re-
publicans actually move forward and 
we work together. But none of that 
happened, despite the door being open, 
the table being set, and Democrats say-
ing, in effect, Republicans can order 
anything off the menu. And yet here 
we are with no action, no vote, and the 
Republicans threatening to double 
down on no action if the President, act-
ing within the letter and spirit of the 
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laws passed by this Congress, takes ac-
tion to help the Nation. 

The President will act as he should— 
boldly, broadly, and soon—to help peo-
ple. And when he acts, tens of millions 
of our fellow American citizens will 
support him. Why? Because they care 
more about justice and practicality 
than they do about partisan politics 
and the blame game. Because a policy 
based on driving out 10 million immi-
grants is neither a sensible one nor one 
that we should be spending billions of 
dollars on. 

The President will act because Presi-
dents before him have acted to solve 
immigration problems when Congress 
acted too slowly. The President will 
act because he believes, as the Amer-
ican people do, that families are more 
important and children should be 
raised without the government coming 
along and ripping their mommy and 
daddy away from them. 

I am tired of the manufactured ex-
cuses for inaction. The U.S. Congress 
can still debate, vote, and pass an im-
migration law if it wants to, and the 
best way to get it done will be if lead-
ers on both sides of the aisle work to-
gether. If you don’t like it, then do 
something. There is nothing in your 
way but yourselves. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE DISTINGUISHED 
CAREER OF JORDAN CLARK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, when you are provided 
the privilege and honor of representing 
people from home and you come to 
Washington, the very first decision you 
make is probably one of the most im-
portant decisions, and that is who your 
chief of staff will be. Today, I am 
blessed to stand here to recognize a 
man who I think is among the best of 
the chiefs who has served any Member 
of Congress. 

I rise today to recognize the distin-
guished career of Jordan Clark, who 
has served as my chief of staff and is 
retiring from the House this month. 
Jordan is a man with a deep love of 
politics, public policy, and people, in-
cluding his family and most especially 
his wife, Mary Therese, and their seven 
children. 

A one-of-a-kind personality and wit 
as sharp as his record of public service 
is long, Jordan will be dearly missed by 
friends and colleagues from Capitol 
Hill and beyond. It is these qualities, 
combined with a distinct sense of 
humor and an unmatched work ethic, 
that took a young boy from Pittston, 
Pennsylvania, to the halls of power in 
Washington. But it wasn’t power that 
Jordan sought. It was public service. 

Before beginning his career in Wash-
ington, Jordan served in the United 
States Army. He served his commission 
after completing Infantry Officer Can-
didate School. Shortly following this, 

he was assigned to the Kennedy Center 
for Military Assistance at Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina, where he served in spe-
cial warfare and psychological oper-
ations. 

After completing Active Duty, he 
served for 3 years as a captain and 
company commander in the Maryland 
National Guard. 

Following Jordan’s service in uni-
form, he began a career in Washington 
with the United States Department of 
Labor, creating employment opportu-
nities for veterans. Because of his ef-
forts, he was assigned to the Presi-
dent’s veterans commission to coordi-
nate job programs between Federal 
agencies and the private sector, and 
was chosen by the Secretary of Labor 
to participate in the Department’s ca-
reer management program. 

Jordan later was hired as chief of 
staff to former United States Congress-
man Joseph McDade, at the time Penn-
sylvania’s 10th Congressional District 
Representative and also a senior mem-
ber of the House Committee on Appro-
priations. In the House, he also served 
as a staff member on the Government 
Operations and Small Business Com-
mittees, where he played an integral 
role in establishing the first White 
House Conference on Small Business. 

Following the OPEC oil embargoes, 
Jordan accepted a position in the Of-
fice of the Secretary of Energy and was 
responsible for the administration of 
the country’s conservation and renew-
able energy programs. During this 
time, he helped develop the Depart-
ment’s Technology Transfer Program, 
promoting the sharing of research and 
information between the Federal Gov-
ernment, private sector institutions, 
and corporations. He was also the first 
Department of Energy official to visit 
Brazil to evaluate its ethanol programs 
and production. 

Following his time in the Energy De-
partment, Jordan served as CEO of 
communitypath.com, a homeowner ad-
vocacy group and successor to the non-
profit United Homeowners Association, 
which he founded. Before founding the 
UHA, he was director of operations and 
assistant vice president for congres-
sional relations for the 180,000-member 
National Association of Home Builders, 
where he created the Congressional 
Contact Program, an industry model 
for grassroots advocacy. 

Upon his return to Capitol Hill, Jor-
dan served as chief of staff to Rep-
resentative John E. Peterson, my pred-
ecessor, until Mr. Peterson’s retire-
ment in 2008. At the time, he also 
served as senior staff member on the 
House Appropriations Committee, dur-
ing which he initiated and coordinated 
efforts to eliminate the 24-year-old 
congressional moratoria on oil and gas 
production in the U.S. Outer Conti-
nental Shelf. 

In 2009, I was first elected to rep-
resent Pennsylvania’s Fifth District. 
Having worked with Jordan in various 
capacities over the years, I have come 
to respect his judgement and his work 

ethic. He is a man who is acutely aware 
of the needs and challenges facing our 
men and women in uniform. He is an 
expert in energy policy, which is funda-
mental to the history and economy of 
Pennsylvania’s Fifth District, the 
birthplace of the oil industry in 1859 
and today home to the emergent 
Marcellus Shale Natural Gas Play. He 
is someone with insight and under-
standing of the Fifth District, with its 
diverse geography, residents, and econ-
omy. 

Mr. Speaker, I could not have made a 
better choice for chief of staff. I know 
I speak for generations of close friends 
and colleagues when I say: Thank you, 
Jordan Clark, for decades of committed 
public service in pursuit of a stronger 
Nation. We wish you, Mary Therese, 
and your family the very best on the 
road ahead. 

f 

MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
there were many close elections across 
America last week, but there was one 
clear winner: ending our failed prohibi-
tion on marijuana and instead legal-
izing, regulating, and taxing adult use. 

Alaska and the District of Columbia 
voters joined Colorado and Washington 
from 2 years earlier with strong votes 
to legalize. Nowhere was that more em-
phatic than in my home State of Or-
egon. Marijuana legislation passed in 
Oregon by a greater margin than it did 
in Washington and Colorado. It got 
more votes than United States Senator 
JEFF MERKLEY, who was overwhelm-
ingly reelected. And this was in a low- 
turnout, non-Presidential year, which 
experts predicted would depress the 
‘‘yes’’ vote. 

In a few minutes, I will be joined in 
a press conference with ELEANOR 
HOLMES NORTON, whose constituents 
resoundingly approved legalization, 
and will make the case that Congress 
needs to stay out of the way of its im-
plementation. JARED POLIS, who has 
been my partner on efforts at modern-
izing and reforming marijuana laws, 
will give a snapshot on the progress in 
Colorado 2 years after legalization. 
Congressman DANA ROHRABACHER from 
southern California, the first State to 
legalize medical marijuana 18 years 
ago, has been a tireless champion of 
the Federal Government not inter-
fering with decisions of local voters to 
modernize and reform local marijuana 
laws. He has helped dozens of his Re-
publican colleagues understand and 
support marijuana and hemp reform. 

Perhaps just as important as those 
votes that passed was one that failed: 
the vote to legalize medical marijuana 
that failed in Florida. But it should be 
noted that it garnered 57 percent of 
statewide voters, again, in a low-turn-
out, non-Presidential election where 
many of the people, polls show, who 
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